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far too valuable to be given up without a struggle,
and they agreed to stiffen Belgian resistance with a
telegram announcing that they would be sending
some Marines and might be able to provide further
reinforcements. The local situation was obscure,
and it seemed just as well if somebody with military
knowledge and sufficient status to confer with King
Albert and his ministers could visit Antwerp. The
choice was obvious. Lord Kitchener expressed, in
Mr. Churchill's recollection, " a decided wish " that
he should go. The Prime Minister was out of
London and recorded tolerantly that, " with Grey's
rather reluctant consent, the intrepid Winston set
off." The Belgian Government agreed to wait in
Antwerp for him, and the next morning he was
driving across Belgium from Dunkirk. On the road
a Belgian soldier, who had once been employed in
Parliament Street, recognised the unexpected visitor
in semi-naval uniform. When he reached Antwerp,
he managed to convince the Belgians that their
withdrawal should be postponed for at least three
days, though his command of foreign languages has
always been determined rather than precise. (There
is evidence that he once insisted on the importance
of convincing neutrals that < nous sommes gens qu'ils
pewent compter sur*) He saw something of the fighting
and was under fire once more; and as the situation
developed, he began to feel that since his persuasions
had prolonged the defence, he could hardly leave the
city to be shelled and return in comfort to Whitehall.
Besides, he was reluctant to desert the newly-raised
battalions of the Royal Naval Division, which had
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